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Peterborough: Making smart
cities more human

Our smart city journey

2012 An early adopter

Peterborough began its Smart City journey in 2012 when it was awarded £3 million by Innovate UK to test,
develop and implement new concepts and ideas that would transform it into a Smart City. The funding was
awarded after Peterborough participated in Innovate UK’s competition challenging cities to look at how they could
integrate their services and systems for greater effect and efficiency.

The demonstrator programme, known as Peterborough DNA, focused on delivering four interlinked strands of
activity: Smart Business, Living Data, Skills and Innovation.

Delivered in partnership by economic development company, Opportunity Peterborough, and Peterborough City
Council, the programme provided a foundation to deliver smart projects and innovative solutions to challenges
across the city through strong leadership and support.

2015 A World Smart City

Our citizen-centred approach resulted in world recognition! The Barcelona-based World Smart City Congress worked
with 7 international experts to evaluate 265 entries from 52 countries but it was Peterborough that won the title
‘World Smart City 2015,

Shortlisted cities in the Smart City of the Year 2015 category included Moscow and Dubai, but judges were
impressed with Peterborough’s commitment to developing a circular economy, our collaborative approach to citizen
involvement and our Environment Capital vision.

2016 Demonstration into action

We began scaling up the innovative ideas, approaches and projects delivered as part of the Peterborough DNA
demonstrator phase through the Future Peterborough programme.

We took the experiences and lessons learnt and embedded them in the way we operate as a city. The Future
Peterborough approach is built upon intelligence, listening to the people living in our city, smart leadership and
circular economy principles.



Harnessing value

Peterborough’s impact so far:

e  Played a lead role in the development
of British Standards Institute’s (BSI)
suite of Smart City Standards

e  Chair of the BSI's Smart and
Sustainable Cities Committee (SDS/2)

e A founder member of the Cities
Standards Institute

e  Attends the All Party Parliamentary
Group on Smart Cities

e A member of the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation’s Circular Cities Network

e Delivers a DFID-funded Smart City
Leadership Programme for the Indian
city of Amaravati and for the state of
Madhya Pradesh.

e  The team has presented at over
50 international conferences and
continues to acquire local, national
and international media coverage
peaking with the ‘World Smart City
Award’ in 2015.

The future

Peterborough continues to benefit from

its focus on the human aspects of smart
cities and is committed to use this to
tackle current and future city challenges.
By integrating services and systems, there
is enhanced economic development,
environmental sustainability and quality of
life experiences.

We're keen to explore partnerships with
other cities for mutual benefit — sharing
expertise and experience with cities
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2018 A circular future

Peterborough has become internationally renowned for its work to become a Smart City and for its
circular economy achievements.

Peterborough now aims to create a truly circular economy by 2050. That means we're creating
an economy where we don’t have any waste. We want to make the most of local resources - from
our buildings, our people and their skills right through to helping companies find new uses for, or
eliminate, their waste streams.

We're the first place to have a city-wide performance monitoring framework. By collaborating
with local businesses we're developing a meaningful roadmap that will guide and measure our
progress towards becoming a circular city. Our Circular City Champion Scheme also sees each
of the 7 Rs - a series of practical steps to becoming a circular city - championed by different
organisations across Peterborough. The 7 Rs are: rethink; redesign; repurpose, reuse & share;
repair; remanufacture; recycle; and recover.

At an even more practical level

we've developed sharepeterborough.
com, a free online resource sharing
community for Peterborough
organisations which now has more than
300 registered users. Whether there
are parking spaces to spare in the
city, office furniture required, or even
skills to develop and share, members
can use the site to exchange products,
skills and services, and offer exclusive
promotions to other members.

From a digital perspective, our Future Peterborough programme ensures we use data more
intelligently. Together with our specialist partner, Metroflows, we're developing a digital
visualisation tool to map resource flows across the city. Due to launch soon.

2050 Peterborough aims to be operating a
truly circular economy!

If you'd like to learn more or explore how we might work
together, please contact:

Trevor Gibson
Smart City Leadership and Development Manager,
Opportunity Peterborough

T: 00441733 317401
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Opportunity Peterborough

E: trevor.gibson@opportunitypeterborough.co.uk
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